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WHO to hold emergency meeting on monkeypox on Friday -sources

By Jennifer Rigby

World Health

Organization

Alogo is pictured at the World Health Organization (WHO) building in Geneva, Switzerland, February 2, 2020. REUTERS/Denis Balibouse
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LONDON, May 20 (Reuters) - The World Health Organization is set to hold an emergency meeting to discuss
monkeypox on Friday, according to sources close to the U.N. agency.

The committee due to meet is the Strategic and Technical Advisory Group on Infectious Hazards with Pandemic and
Epidemic Potential (STAG-IH), which advises WHO on infection risks that could pose a threat to global health.

More than 100 cases of the viral infection, which spreads through close contact and is usually mild, have recently
been reported outside the countries in Africa where it is endemic.
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STAG-IH is not the committee within WHO that would suggest that monkeypox be declared a public health emergency
of international concern, WHO's highest form of alert, which is currently applied to the COVID-19 pandemic.

It is a group of experts made up of scientists from across the globe, and is chaired by David Heymann, a professor of
epidemiology at London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
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Latest Updates

« In China, no easy way to get Pfizer's COVID drug Paxlovid

» AbbVie, Eli Lilly exit UK drug pricing agreement

« Eisai files for approval of Alzheimer's drug in Japan

o U.S. FDA, CDC see early signal of possible Pfizer bivalent COVID shot link to stroke
* WHO says its chief spoke with Chinese officials, welcomes COVID-19 data

Earlier today, a WHO spokesperson told a Geneva press briefing that the agency was working to share information
and organise technical meetings on the monkeypox outbreak.
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